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The Aesthetics of Sensory Imagery in Children's Dandling Rhymes in Classical Arabic
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Abstract

This research addresses the aesthetics of sensory
imagery in the poetry of children's dandling rhymes in
the classical Arabic heritage, as an important folk
poetic form that emerged from the spontaneity of
family and social life, in which adults express their
feelings of love and tenderness toward their children
through short rhymes accompanied by movement and
rhythm.

The research focuses on sensory imagery as a
fundamental aesthetic element in these rhymes, as it
embodies meanings through the five senses (sight,
hearing, smell, taste, and touch) in a way that helps
bring the meaning closer and deepen its psychological
and aesthetic effect on the recipient.

The problem of this research lies in revealing how
these images are formed in dandling rhymes between
simplicity and complexity, and the extent of their
ability to perform aesthetic and semantic functions
consistent with the particularity of the discourse
directed to the child and the classical Arab cultural
context.

The research relies on the descriptive-analytical
method in tracing the patterns of sensory imagery
(simple and composite), analyzing their significance,
and identifying their mechanisms and aesthetics,
highlighting the overlap of the senses in forming
composite images of greater impact. The research
concludes that sensory imagery represents the most
prominent aesthetic structure in these rhymes, as it
performs an expressive and educational function at the
same time by embodying emotion, enhancing
emotional communication, and instilling social values
in the child's conscience within a simple and
spontaneous artistic framework.

Associate Professor, Al Qasimia University, Sharjah, United
Arab Emirates.
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